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Earthquakes in the Washingien-Baltimore Urban Corrider
Since atleast 1877 people in the urban corridor have feit small earthquakes. They occur about once per decade, although some decades have none and the 1990s had three. None are known fo have caused
damage since the arrival of European colonists. The corridor is between more seismically active regions to the southwest and northeast, and residents of Washington or Baltimore have felt several earthquakes that NQ CAPTL HNZ 01 0.33° 244 65° Pg 02:07:10.98 manual 0.10 2707
caused damage in those other, more active regions.
Earthquakes in the central and eastern U S., although less frequent than in the western U.S., are typieally felt h broader Eastof the Rockies, an earthquake can be folt h o o 07
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infrequently causes damage near its source. A magnitude 5.5 eastern U S. earthquake usually can be felt as far as 500 km (300 mi) from where it occurred, and sometimes causes damage as far away as 40 km
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Faults
Earthquakes everywhere occur on faults within bedrock, usually miles deep. Mosl bedrock beneath the Balli B idor was conlinents collided to form a supercontinent about LD SDMD HHZ - 0410 336 43° Pg 020?11 8? manual '060 251
500-300 millon years ago, raising the Appalachian Mountains. Most of the rest of the bedrock formed when the supercantinent rifted apart about 200 million years ago to form what are now the northeastem U.S., 39°N - L 39°N
e A0 SRR B Eo. LD SDMD HHE — 041° 33643°  Sg 02:07:17.80 manual -0.10 1.22
Atwell-studied plate boundaries like the San Andreas fault system in California, often scientists can determine the name of the specific fault that is responsible for an earthquake In contrast, east of the Rocky
Mountains. this is rarely the case. The Washington - Baltimose urban cormidor is far from the nearest plate boundaries, which are in the center of the Atlantic Ocean and in the Canbbean Sea. The urban coridor is
taced with known faults but numerous smaller or deeply buried faults remain undelecled. Even the known faulls are poorly located al earihquake deplhs, Accordingly, few, if any, earthquakes in the urban cormdor LD MVL HHZ - 0.99° 12.40° Pg 02:07:23.66 manual 0.10 1.51
can be linked to named faulis. It is difficull to determine if a known fault is stll active and could slip and cause an earthquake. As in most other areas east of the Rockies, the best guide te earthquake hazards in the
Washinglon - Baltimare urtsan cornidar is the earthquakes themselves.
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