
3.0 Magnitude Earthquake, Bolivar, WV - 1/17/2016

Epicenter of the earthquake was actually
located near Ranson, WV in Jefferson Co.
“Bolivar, WV” was used by the USGS as
an easy point of reference which added
initial confusion to local news reports
which claimed that the quake had “rattled
the state of West Virginia.”

Felt area was restricted to the eastern pan-
handle and only 1 of 6 WV seismic stations
had a readily identifiable signal for this
quake.  Survey MAP-WV35 shows the
quake located in Cambrian Elbrook car-
bonate rocks deformed as part of the Valley
and Ridge Province.


